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Could a digital English language course that harnessed smartphone
apps and eTextbook technology succeed in the classroom?
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What | Wanted to Know

Why a Smartphone Classroom?

An eTextbook in your pocket or a textbook in your bag?

Could a digital English language course that harnessed smartphone
apps and eTextbook technology succeed in the classroom?
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lt's Always Been Around...

Our Classroom Technology

N MAGIC LANTERN ] ] CHALKBOARD ]
| 1870 , 1890 N

PENCIL ) STEREOSCOPE
1900 1905

| I i St e

b
)

t
OVERHEAD PROJECTOR |
8 1930 ;

The evolution of
technology in the
classroom.
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Classroom technology has come a long
way since the chalkboard and pencil.
Today students can utilise mobile
technologies with devices such as
smartphones and tablets.
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Wherever & Whenever

We are living in a Smartphone World
» 2007: iPhone first

infroduced.

»+ 2016: 2.1 billion
smartphones.

» 2018: 2.56 billion
smartphones.

* Soin just 11 years 1/3 of
planet own smartphones!

iselwood@hiroshima-u.ac.jp



mailto:jselwood@hiroshima-u.ac.jp

The Future is Now

So, M.A.L.L not CA.LL

The Benefits to Using Smartphones in the classroom

: Student Ownership Numbers  2011: 31% / 2013: 91% / 2015: 98%*

: Engaging Students can anonymously answer questions, polls, Tweet questions etc.
: Convenient Study Tool Download apps to study whenever & wherever.
: Ultra Portable  Smartphones are lighter than tablets, laptops & desktops.

: Easy to Use Our university students now have only used smartphones.

O O h WO N —

. Instantaneous Information Mobile Internet at students fingertips.

*Surveys conducted by the presenter

at Hiroshima University 2011-2015. jSe IWOOd @ h i I'OSh i Ma-u.ac. i_p
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Have to include it somewhere...

Peg...Podagogy!

Digital natives are “no longer the people our educational
S)’Stem was deSigned to feCICh.” (Marc Prensky, 2001)

www.youtube.com/watch?v=vvrnG2Gn-pg

iselwood@hiroshima-u.ac.jp



mailto:jselwood@hiroshima-u.ac.jp

Some Background Details

+ Required English Course

~ + One Semester Course

+ First Year Students

+ 1 Semester = 15 weeks.

+ Textbook used was specially written
by me.

+ Textbook free to download.

+ Research was conducted over 2 years.

+ Free WiFi in the classroom.
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|Initial Student Reaction...

E & f“ i

4 @ - \g

| ,= : -
LSS

m
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has a free textbook!
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"And you will only be
using your smartphones!

No paper!

http://ecx.images-amon'.com/imzie's/IMI'O/OQBt:Q'mTG L._SY300_.pg
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Class A

100% Digital Course | 2014

Class One | Conversational English Course | eTextbook + 1 App

@ Mdle @ Femdle
@ ANDROID ® PHONE - 22 Students
+ 1st years: 18 -19 y.o.

+ 1 x 90 min Class per week
+ 15 classes

+ 1 Semester Course

+ Medical Faculty

couse Aim: TOo see how successful an eTextbook accompanied by one free

smartphone app could work for a general English course.

iselwood@hiroshima-u.ac.jp
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Class B

100% Digital Course | 2015

Class One | Conversational English Course | eTextbook + 2 Apps

@® Femdle

® ANDROID @ iPHONE * 24 Students
+ 1st years 18 - 20 y.o.

+ 1 x 90 min Class per week
+ 15 classes

+ 1 Semester Course

+ Medical Faculty

@ Madle

couse_ Aim: TOo see how successful an eTextbook accompanied by two free

smartphone apps could work for a general English course.
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Pre-Course Details | 1

What is your opinion of studying English?

@ Love it
2014 s 2015

@ So-So
@ Don't Like
@ Boring

iselwood@hiroshima-u.ac.jp
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Pre-Course Details | 2

What do you usually use
your smartphone for?

What do you usually use

How many Apps
your smartphone for?

do you have?

(per average)

39 | 51

Texting 100% How many Paid 100% Texting
Social Media 87% Apps do you have? 93% Social Media
Telephoning 729% = 64% Telephoning
Gaming 53% 12 | 11 61% Gaming
Videos  47% How many study 48% Videos
Podcasts 17% Apps do you have? 19% Podcasts
Studying 12% R 13% Studying

22 Students ] I 1.5 24 Students

iselwood@hiroshima-u.ac.jp
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The Average* Digital Lesson Plan

1: Warm - Up Chat: 3 - 8 minutes. Focus on speaking delivery

2: Review Leaving Video from last class Video is on class homepage

3: Homework Check - Class Decided

4: Students play audio / video in pairs

5: Textbook Activities - on smartphones :
6: 3 Students Play audio/video to class. Feedback via an app
/7. Audio/Video homework topic decided. + Students placed in groups

8: Students must speak into my iPad before leaving classroom.

*Yes | know no such thing exists! _I_.SeIWOOd@hirOShimCI-U.CIC.ip
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Class Overview

1: Each week one unit from free
eTextbook.

2: Most weeks students
homework was to record audio
exercises.

3: Students would upload their
audio to their SoudCloud

Account.

4: 2 other students would be
assigned to listen / comment /
answer their audio.

5: Audio would be from 3-5

mins.

1: Enjoy the digital course MR AZN N H I N2

AR\ lo (O[T} Easy: 41% OK: 33% Diff: 23%

KR Tl d Easy: 38% OK: 57% Diftf: 5%

4: Smartphone or Tablet

15

S: 57% T: 43%

5: Which do you prefer for English course?

(A) Paper textbook - €15
(B) eTextbook on tablet - €10

(C) eTextbook on smartphone - €5

iselwood@bhiroshima-u.ac.jp
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Class Overview

1: Each week one unit from eTextbook.

2: Most weeks students homework was
to record audio /video exercises.

3: Students would record their audio/
video and email to 2 other students.

4: The other students would then to
listen / comment / answer their
audio / video.

5: Audio/video would be from 3-5

mins.

6: Each week 3 students would play
their homework in front of class.

/7. Students would use app to answer
questions / provide feedback score.

1: Enjoy the digital course N TR VAZE N [ Hl K32

PRNONITALIIN Easy: 67% OK: 33% Diff: 0%

KR ool d Easy: 46% OK: 39% Diff: 15%

4: Smartphone or Tablet JEESHVANCERHVASL

5: Which do you prefer for English course?

(A) Paper textbook - €15
(B) eTextbook on tablet - €10
(C) eTextbook on smartphone - €5

iselwood@bhiroshima-u.ac.jp
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Some Video Examples
17/6/2015 16:30:59

7 Q@ 98% @ #

1 Comment

1 Comment

ENGLISH SPEA

BY | JAIME SELWOOD

{ 3 WHICH IS BETTER?

[PAIRS]

COMPARISONS

Free Chat!
- You have 3 minutes.
- Talk about your hobbies.

Ask Extra
Questions!

Remember:
Conversation*

| Review

Emotions & Feelings Delighted ~ Embarrassed ~ Ambivalent
- Lok at the list of emotions - give an example! Excited Depressed  Disappointed
- How many syllables does each emofion word have? R
Lonely Angry Anxious

SPEAKING Emotions & Feelings l] E
- Read the senfences below. = ===
v [PAIRS] - WHich country do you think goes info each space?
| » - - Any choice is OK - This is your opinion! l] -
= w'
Wy K — ——— —
- —
/
—
1: is smaller than
- 2: is crazier than ‘ ' !
3: is more traditional than
i 4: is as exciting as [11 Countries
| 5: is the most beautiful. How many syllables does
o each country name have?
| 6: is probably the most dangerous.
| 7: is definitely the most boring!
8: is the best at football! [2] Countries
9: is more romantic than Which countries you want to
| 10: | think is the least dangerous yisitihye
L mm—— —
| WHICH COUNTRY HAS THE MOST BEAUTIFUL FLAG IN THE WORLD? B

iselwood@hiroshima-u.ac.jp
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Critical Digital Course...

My Subjective View
Students were hesitant at first to embrace

the digital nature of the course. The cost
issue - the book was available free - was

a major plus. Screen size is becoming
less of an issue but the likelihood is
tablets will be the way forward.

1: The biggest hurdle is inputting data
directly into eTextbook / Smartphone.

2: Mobile Apps = ‘extra’ to a textbook.
Usually as audio/visual material.

3: Students still feel smartphone is not a
classroom tool...more social media.

1: Student feedback was encouraging.

2: Cost & Convenience. Digital is
cheaper than paper. eTextbooks can be
continually upgraded & downloadable.

3: Each year students are more used to
smartphone technology. (Dictionary app)

iselwood@hiroshima-u.ac.jp
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Apps Used in the Course

iselwood@hiroshima-u.ac.jp
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To download this presentation please scan
the QR Code or go to:

www.jaimeselwood.com/conferences
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