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Are Students Really Listening 
to English Language Podcasts?
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Podcast Potential
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English News Weekly Podcast
• Weekly English Language Podcast
•Each Week: Current Affairs Topic
• 15 mins Total.
• News Story Item: 3 min approx. 
• Relaxed & Normal Speaking Pace
• Free to Download
• Free PDF Each Week.

pod.flare.hiroshima-u.ac.jp  
www.facebook.com/ENW1975 

twitter.com/enwpodcast   
Also Available on iTunes

http://www.facebook.com/ENW1975
http://twitter.com/enwpodcast
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Brief Overview
• iPod + Broadcast = Podcast. 

• 2004 - word coined in a UK newspaper. 

• Audio broadcast similar to a radio programme. 

• Minimum of 115,000 English language 
podcasts available on iTunes. 
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How does it Work?
• A common theme & published episodically 

over a regular time period through the Internet.  

• Requires an audio playback software 
programme + device to listen.                     
(iTunes + iPod / Smartphone)

• 350 million iPods sold (September 2012). 
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Podagogy
• First educational podcasts were lectures. 

• Zero interaction. Minimal engagement. 

• 'Net Generation' of learner's.                                         
+ increased mobile device ownership.                                 
+ more pedagogically sound podcasts.                               
+ connected social networking sites.                                 
= potential for thoroughly integrated podcasts with 
a clear language-acquisition purpose. 
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122,000,000 Mobile Subscribers*

(95% of the Population)*

121,000,000 - 99% own 3G Devices*

81% or 99,000,000 are Mobile Internet 
Subscribers*

2012 - 24 million Own Smartphones.
An increase of 43%on 2011

*2011 Results

Podcasts + Mobile Phones in Japan
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Origins
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•広島大学

• Media Listening Course
• Integrated Materials
• Current News Topics
• Textbook

mailto:jselwood@hiroshima-u.ac.jp


English News Weekly Contents
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• 15 mins approx. 
• Introduction + Warm Up
• A1 - 6 Questions / 3 Answers
• 1st Listening - News Report
• A2 - True or False
• 2nd Listening - News Report
• A3 - 6 Questions
• A4 - Did You Know..?

[Audio]
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English News Weekly Contents
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• 4 Warm Up Activities.  
• 3 Pre-Listening / Reading Activities
• News Report. 
• 2 Post-Listening Activities
• Extra Vocabulary Activity
• Discussion Questions
• Writing - Connected to podcast topic
• Video Links
• Answers

[PDF]
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Survey Results
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• Male: 120 
• Female: 114

49% 51%

• Yes: 210
• No: 24

10%

90%

54%
46%

• Yes: 131
• No: 103

Students Mobile Devices iTunes
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Survey: Podcast Listening
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ENW Podcast

48% 52%

• Yes: 134
• No: 99

If 'Yes' - How Often?

Every Week: 12 / 134 - 5%

3+ a Month: 27 / 134 - 12%

Once a Month: 95 / 134 - 41%
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Survey: Podcast Future
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Visited ENW Homepage

80%

20%

• Yes: 186
• No: 48

Will Listening to Podcasts Improve 
Your English?

88%

12%

• Yes: 206
• No: 28
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• One sentence is OK!
• ANY news story from ANY country!
• Deadline: Before December 24th!

• One sentence is OK!
• Facebook: English News Weekly
• Twitter: English News Weekly
• Email: Jaime

What is the biggest news story in 2012?

http://www.facebook.com/ENW1975
http://twitter.com/enwpodcast
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