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Pedagogy...Podagagy!
 * Harnessing the ‘net-generation’ of ‘digitally- native’ students with increased mass ownership of mobile-

devices.                                                                                                                     (Maag, 2009. Preskey, 2001)

* Podcasts, especially those produced through educational institutions have the power to focus 
attention and assist language learners to acquire useful language content.                                                                        

                                                                                                                    (Bishop, Amankwatia & Cates, 2008)

* Podcasts can be highly beneficial to secondary language acquisition when the podcast materials  are 
thoughtfully integrated with a clear purpose and rationale for its implementation.                                                                                                                  
Copley, 2007)

* The effectiveness of podcasts is that they can provide authentic materials, (vocabulary, syntax & 
intonation) whilst at the same time providing students control as to how, when and where they access 
the materials they listen to.                                                                                                       (Selwood, 2012) 

The Future is Mobile!
* 2013 - Smartphones overtook Feature Phones in world-wide sales figures for the first time.
                                                                                                 (BBC News Website,  15th August 2013)

* 2013 represents an increase of 46.5% of Smartphones sold compared to 2012. Feature Phone 
sales are down 21% from 2012.

* 2013 - A survey of 320 1st & 2nd year students conducted at a national university in Japan 
found:

* 92% (294/320) owned a Smartphone. 
* An increase of 35% on the 2012 survey and 61% on the 2011 survey results.
* 46% of students listen to podcasts through their Smartphone.                           (Selwood, 2013)

Course: Background
* 2 x 2nd year classes of non-English majors.
* Total number of students: 61 (34 male / 27 female).
* Mixed ability, mixed motivation. 
* Combined Science & Education Faculty students.
* 1 x 90 mins / 15 classes / 1 semester course.
* Speaking & Writing course. 

Course: Aims
* To  increase  students  ‘real-life’  language  knowledge  through 

podcasts - specifically Hiroshima University’s ENW podcast.
* To encourage students to use mobile-devices to assist with the 

learning process inside & outside of the classroom.
* For  students  to  develop their  own podcasts  using their  own 

ideas, themes and activities. 
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Poster abstract

Developing Skills Through 
Podcasting

Podcasts  can  offer  language-learners  the 
opportunity  to  access  materials  in  a 
convenient  manner.  This  poster  will  offer 
insight  into  how  one  podcast,  produced 
weekly  by  a  Japanese  university,  is 
developed to incorporate a wide-range of 
current-affairs topics.  The poster will  also 
highlight details of a synchronised learning 
course  that  will  show  how  students 
completed  a  project  to  create  their  own 
podcasts versions.
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