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Podcasting can be an inexpensive, beneficial and portable technology that offers language learners and 
instructors the opportunity to access specially prepared content whenever and wherever it is convenient. 

This presentation will outline the benefits and potential drawbacks of using podcasts and detail how 
podcasts can be integrated into a successful language-learning course structure. 

A Podcast World! 
In December 2016 
(iTunes) there were 

130,000+ active English 
language podcasts.

iPodagogy! 
“Podcasts have the power focus attention and assist language learners to 

acquire useful language content” (Bishop, Amankwatia & Cates, 2008) 

“Podcasts can be highly beneficial to secondary language acquisition when 
they are thoughtfully integrated with a clear purpose” (Copley, 2007)

[2] A FREE PODCAST!

[3] PODCAST COURSES

[1] THE PODCAST GAME CHANGERS!

[4] #2 PODCAST COURSE STRUCTURE

Week One 
1. Students placed in groups of 3 or 4. 
2. Choose group name & write introduction. 
3. Research 2 news stories on smartphones. 
4. Discussion - choose 1 news story each. 
Homework: Write 150+ word paragraph. 
Record audio & send to group members.  

Week Two 
5. In groups - student opinion / analysis.  
6. Edit / rewrite paragraph & activities. 
7. Organise & practice. Record audio demo. 
Homework: Record podcast. Analyse, 
evaluate & send feedback before next class. 

Week Three 
8. Exchange podcasts with other groups 
9. Students listen & complete activities. 
10. Use Mentimeter App allowing students to 
provide anonymous feedback for podcasts. 
11. Podcasts uploaded to homepage / app. 
12. Students can listen to older podcasts.  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Extra Information 
* 16 Week semester / Non-English Majors 
* Weeks 1 - 3 introduce about podcasts / apps 

. 

[5] STUDENT FEEDBACK

[8] CONCLUSIONS

+  Post-course feedback is encouraging 
+  Increased Mobile Internet access. 
+  Current students are ‘DIGITAL NATIVES’. 
+  Podcasts are cheap / free. Lots of choice. 
- Inputting data direct onto screens. 
- Smartphones are not seen as study tools. 
- Good apps - are not free, extra cost. 

[7] ONE PROBLEM…

[6] STUDENT PODCAST

Useful Apps | Quick Voice Garage Band Mentimeter Vote Weebly
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